
            “Attention Customers” Are You Prepared? 

New Water Heater Standards for April 2015 

 

       What the New 2015 Water Heater Energy Efficiency Standards look like. 

Hefner Plumbing Company is here to help our customers understand these regulatory changes           
and always give the smartest options available anywhere. Since 1976. 

 

On April 16, 2015, there will be significant updates to water heater energy factor (EF) requirements as the 

result of updates to the National Appliance Energy Conservation Act (NAECA). These new requirements 

call for higher Energy Factor (EF) ratings on virtually all residential gas, electric, oil and tank-less gas 

water heaters as well as certain light duty commercial models.  

The homeowner may have to deal with increased product and installation costs. In some cases, the water 

heater will have to be re-located to operate properly, or mitigate noise. NOTE While the operating cost of 

the new water heaters will be less because of their increased energy efficiency, the product and 

installation costs may increase because of a more complex design, and the integration of electronics, 

blowers, fans, condensers, etc. 

 

Electric water heaters changes at this time. 

Electric water heaters will require more insulation. This will increase the diameter and/or height of the 

water heater. Additional insulation may be required for piping and fittings such as drain and T&P valves. 

Electric water heaters over 55 gallons (< 12 kW input) will likely utilize integrated heat pumps to meet the 

new EF requirements, based on currently available technology. 

 

 

 

 



 

Gas product changes known at this time. 

 

Gas model changes at this time. 

Gas models require additional insulation. Incorporate newer flue baffling technologies (including flue 

dampers), incorporate electronic ignition in lieu of the standing pilot, or any combination of these. One 

impact will be an increase in the overall product size, especially in diameter. For gas-fired products, over 

55 gallons (< 75,000 BTU/Hr.), fully condensing combustion technology will likely be required, based on 

currently available technologies that are capable of meeting the new requirements. This will also mean 

that line voltage will have to be available, as well as a means for condensate disposal.  

 

 

The energy factor (EF) indicates a water heater's overall energy efficiency based on the amount of hot 
water produced per unit of fuel consumed over a typical day. This 
includes the following: 

• Recovery efficiency – how efficiently the heat from the 
energy source is transferred to the water 

• Standby losses – the percentage of heat loss per hour from 
the stored water compared to the heat content of the water 
(water heaters with storage tanks) 

• Cycling losses – the loss of heat as the water circulates through a water heater tank, and/or inlet 
and outlet pipes. 

Let us help you make a wise decision in your water heating needs. 

                                   Call Hefner Plumbing today 

We’ll give you the straight answers and options you need.                                                                                   

352-732-2626 


